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Introduction

1. Vinyl Catalogue Manager

WAX ist the one and only software written especially for
vinyl collectors. Besides all the features you would request
from a catalogue manager, like insert, edit and delete re-
cords, you can store a lot of additional data that describe
the state of cover and vinyl.

WAX is user-friendly and extremely easy to use.

Some features

¢ Manage unlimited different collections

¢ Wax is template-based. Customize the look of the
record's detail screen with simple HTML and some
special tags.

¢ BackUp, Restore, Import and Export
¢ Easy updating
¢ OpenVinyl-integration

There are a lot of additional tools and features which will
ease your collectors life. And more are planned.

2. About OpenVinyl

OpenVinylorg is an open platform comparable to
CDDB. CDDB contains track-information for CDs
and until now there was no comparable service for
vinyl records. OpenVinyl goes much further and stores
additional data about the record, the tracks and images
of the covers.

OpenVinyl is a very young project and does not
contain a lot of records yet. But the tight integration
to WAX and it's ease of use might be a strong
argument for a fast grow. Read more about
OpenVinyl-features in the relevant chapter of this
handbook.
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WAX - The Main Screen

1. The Main Screen

From the main screen you can access all functions and
features WAX offers. A lot of these features can be
accessed in different ways, for example via menu or
keyboard-shortcut.

The screen is divided in a list-part and a details-part.
The list-part contains all your records and lists title,
catalogue-number, country of origin and the year

published.

The details-part's view can differ, because it's look
and data is template-based. You can create your
own templates easily. For more information on
templating see the relevant chapter.
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The main screen: List- and details-part

Strg+0 Open collection

Strg+C Close collection

Strg+A Add record

Strg+E Edit record

Click Displays the selected item
DblClick Edit the selected item
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2. The Main-Menu

All functions not directly accesible via shortcut or toolbar can be found in the menu. A detailed description what every
function does can be found in the relevant chapter.

Collection-Menu Collection

*  Create collection from scratch Create ...

*  Open an existing collection Open.. 5trg+0

Close Strg+C
Delete ...

*  Close the active collection

*  Delete an existing collection
BEuit

*  Exit the application

Records-Menu [Records

e Add a new record to collection Add .. Strg+&

«  Edit the selected record

e Delete the selected record

Tools-Menu oo |

*  Link record from your collection to the OpenVinyl- Link with OpenVinyl ...
database for later syncing Synch with OpenVinyl ...

*  Sync all linked records with the Manage LookUp-List ...

OpenVinyl-database
*  Manage lookup-lists

Wax-Menu WAX

*  Import data from an external resource Import data ...

+  Export data to CSV Export data ...

*  BackUp and Restore your collection Backup / Restore ...
*  Configure the application Configuration ...
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3. The Toolbar

The most often used functions can be accessed via the

toolbar.
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4. The Search-Field

Use the search field to quickly find a record in your
collection.

| ':-m Search

Strg+S Go to the search-field

5. Alphabar ;

The alphabar allows you to quickly jump to (B
the first record beginning with the letter you |C
clicked. D
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WAX - The Details Screen

1. The Details Screen

ALEUM-TITLE CATALOGUE-NR LABEL RELEASED COUNTRY
' RD-27192 RCA 1960 Eng
Soundtrack  PRESLEY, Elvis 1 ~|lmono [z |12 -

SUBTITLE GENRE ARTIST DISCS ALDIO SPEED SIZE
The details screen contains all informations about = i e 5 By
your record. On the top you can see the most . = S, | I, L itk
important record related data containing: [TR] s o pbnins bt

i — -

- Record Title and Subtitle Svanar o o = o
- Label and Catalogue Number et l -

- Year of publication and Country of Origin

- e

- Artist and Genre ——— s ——

- Records Speed, Size and Number amnad = : = ',';__.__

- Audio: Mono, Stereo and Multi it : . ] :.::._ = :{'L :

All the rest of data is located in the tabbed pages and . I_ A _._ul. e

contains additional information about the record, tracks

and images of front and back cover. The details screen

Two tabs are reserved for grading your cover and the
vinyl.

Esc To cancel ol changes
Enter To save all changes
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2.The Overview Tab

The overview tab has on the left checkboxes which
describe the record more detailed regarding the
edition, the packaging and the additions.

Below you can enter [ mmes
information  about  the | = srme=mn Basteq BOCT)
purchase place, the date [ ™™™ P
Hortwred MMM [ i e
of the purchase and [ = .
. . Csaret vt {5V Spllttnd [(SLIT)
the. Pnce you paid. For
statistic reasons you can also | - rwcucom poo omes pon
enter the estimated value of | = ssmumans
the record. Acomoes
Bt [P Ermery ()
You can find the value in | - v o oo
different priceguides which PURCHASE FLACE
are available on the internet piwn O-
or in book form. e
Pt ree oog
. morth from [: ¥ <] o L

'The right part of the tab has only overview function and
can not be edited here.

It shows the fotos of the cover, the cover- and vinyl-
grades and the track information.

If you want to edit this data you have to click on the
button or select the appropriate tab.

QUK TN .

5 By D PR, B avnnsad
Lo TaN ]

Summary of data just for viewing

3. The Tracks Tab

You can perform the following functions: Add, edit
and delete a track.

Add Tracks

To add tracks simply fill out the fields below the track
list. Please note: Side and track numbers will be set by
Wax automatically and can not be edited manually. The
data entered will be saved upon exit of the genre field. Just
press Tab or Enter in the genre field and the data will be
added to the table, entry fields cleared and track number
increased.

To start a new side press CTRL & + which will
increase the side number by one. Pressing

CTRL & - will decrease side number by one.

Edit Track

To edit a track just double click the record. Saving will be
done as in adding when leaving the genre field.

Delete Track

Select the track you want to delete and press
CTRL & DEL. This will delete a track without

confirmation. Please use carefully.

Strg+'+' Increase side number by one
Strg+'-' Decrease side number by one
Strgl+Del Delete selected track

DblClick Edit selected track
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3.The Images Tab

You can add a front and back cover of your record easily

by clicking on the following buttons:

[ Add a front cover ]

[ Add a back cover ]

To remove an image simply press the following button:

[ Remove image ]

Removing an image deletes the file. If you do not have
a copy of the file in another place - use this function
wisely.

W, T

s A o
Lvs: ) A

13 GREAT SONES

Images Tab

4. The Cover Grading Tab

Grading your record is a science for itself. There are
various ways to grade the cover and the vinyl. Some
people use a number-based system like O to 10 for bad to
very good, but the most commen used grading system is
the Goldstein-grade-system.

Wax uses this system and makes a recommendation
what grade to choose based on some criterias you have
to enter.

The criterias are:

*  Ringwear

*  SeamSplit
Aging / Look

*  Corners

*  Other details like CutOut, TESA on cover and more.

RLINGANERR (FL] EEAM. SR IT (557 ERSCRIFTRON CIVER
gy - iy e Cut it J008)
e Dol (=Pt e e
P =l \airTBRg e s (IO}
- Mgy (it [ ~ Snaal gl Tipesd (TH Sker o Ogwer (90]
a 5 - E Tapsd o red
Sy Lirge S, Tapsd Rk e
St on Cower (STOC)
ALING CORRERS
— Ghue remt ()
o worw (s Farban
S gt Vel g Ciaen. Tewr o Corvar (TOC)
Walkowih e
= Yy g - Commifl
et
Cover grading criterias

Editing those criterias will change the recommended
grade and display it.

WaAX COVER GRADE

VERY GOOD PLUS

Recommended Grade
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Please note: The recommendation is NOT the final
grade. It just works as a help. To finish and store the grade
you have to choose the grade manually.

'This allows professional users to skip the criteria part and
enter the grades directly and also allows to fine tune the
grade.

COVER. GRADE

VERY GOOD hd

Criteria

- Tiny seam slit

- Ring-wear with Ink-wear
- Mo water-damage

- Mo taped seams

- Small writing on cover

- Yellowish

5. The Vinyl Grading Tab

Grading the vinyl works almost the same like grading
the cover. All you have to know is that visual grading is
inferior to audio grading and it's sufficent to choose one

of the grading types.

Audio grading will always be treated as more reliable.

WINYL VISUAL GRADE
- Partall
Sighesy wiskhy 12 [ 15%

B, ey, vy g i, g e o s (i TR

WYL ALIDID) GRADE
- Palasy

- Playy MINT

= Py W

A TRTTE . LR AR RFa WRITL BN WA SLLH pETLAGE

Cracics. srfsos moos. dhoi, WO SRS

DESCRIFTION VINTL
Edge warp [EW]

Slight edige wap (5EW)
T fFect playing AT
e wiesh (W)

Played el P

DESCRIFTEON LAEE.
g on Label (VeTL)
TESA o labed (TOL)
Stchoer on label (500

Light center camage (LT

Vinyl grading criterias
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WAX -Tools

1. Manage the LookUpList

It is a very difficult task to keep data consistency in your
collection. 'This signifies that all labels, genre and artists
are written exactely the same where ever they show up.

Example of variations of an artist name:
- PRESLEY, Elvis

- Elvis Presley

- PRESLEY, Elvis A.

WAX helps you with LookUp-lists when entering a new
record with auto completion. But if you imported your
collection to WAX then the LookUp-list manager will be
a great help to clean your data.

First you have to choose which list you want to edit. Pick
the list from the dropdownlist.

In our example on the right we chose the label-list and all
entries will be displayed alphabetically.

You can see now easily that the ,Cramned Discs“-label
exists in your database in two variations - one of them
false, due to a type mismatch.

To solve this problem, choose the entry to be edited and
it will appear in the field on the right. Now correct the
value and press the go-button. All entries will now be
replaced from ,Crammed Discs® to the correcter version
»Cramned Discs® in your database .

CHOQOSE LOOKUP-LIST CHOOQSE VALUE TO REPLACE
i abel i - Carrere

Casablanca

CBS

CES Masterworks

Celestial Harmonies
Celine Records
Chrysalis
Cinedisc
Cinevox
Citadel

Cobra
Colosseum
Columbia
Command
Coral

| rammed Discs
Cramned Discs

Curb

LookUp-Manager

CHOOSE MEW VALUE

ICaution: Pressing GO will replace all values
n the database with the new value,

Replace all entries in your database
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2. Import Data

IMPORT-SETTINGS ASSIMG DATA TO FIELDS
Choase file D:\Michael Lurie\Desktop\Export. tet artist add | |artist ~
label label
FIELD-SEPARATOR. country country c
i i i year year
! Tab ) Space ) Other genre genre
_ _ records
@ Comma 20 Semicolon speed
size
FIELD-DELIMITER. udio
@ " price
- - - Other pricecurrentfrom
pricecurrentto
buydate
¥ First line contains field-names buyplace
RI
ROMT S
DATA-PREVIEW ASSIGNED
cat title subtith cat = cat
title = title
cat title subtitle subtitle = subtitle
325 261-1 | A nous les garcons
9101028 | A nous les petites anglaises |
925-826-1 | Abenteuer des Baron Minchhausen, Die
« 3
[ Import ] [ Finish ]

WAX allows you to import CSV-data. This format is
widely supported by a lot of software from database- to-
spreadsheet-applications.

Start by choosing the file you want to import. CSV-files

usually have the extension .txt or .csv.

Now you have to select the field-separator and the
field-delimiter. You can check the results of you choice
immediately in the data-preview-grid.

Check the checkbox if the firstline of your data contains
the fieldnames. This makes the linking of the fields much

easier. Now you're already half trough.

Next you have to assign the field-names of your import
file to the field-names in the WAX-database. To link two
fields select one from the left and one from the right list
and click the add-button. All assigned fields will show in
the list below.

To finish the import process click the Import-button.

Note: Importing is very complex, because each software
can uses different data-types for the information. For
example a ,1° can be treated as a string or as a number.
If you face problems importing your data, please contact
customer support.
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3. Export Data

CHOQSE FIELDS TO EXPORT

Records - l

records - cat
speed title
size subtitle
audio artist
price label
pricecurrentfrom country
pricecurrentto ear
buydate Qe

buyplace
RI

m

BOOT

BOOK

BOX

SPLIT

INS

WP

FOC

FIC hi

EXPORT-SETTINGS
FIELD-SEPARATOR
) Tab

) Space ) other

@ Comma (71 semicolon
FIELD-DELIMITER

OR © Other

¥ Firstline contains field-names

Save to D:\Wichael Lurie\Desktop\Export. bet|

[ Export ] [ Finish ]

Exporting data from WAX is easy. You can export data
from the records database and data from the tracks
database, but not mixed.

First choose the table to export from the dropdown-list.
Then select the fields you want to be exported.

In the ,Export Settings“ you have to define the field-
separator and the field-delimiter. The default values of the
settings usually work fine. Change only if you know what

you're doing.

If you want WAX to add all field-names in the first
line then check the relevant checkbox.

Finally select where the export-file should be saved
and press the export-button to start the process.
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4. Backup and Restore

Backup and restore is rather straight forward and very
easy. The database file and optionally all images will be
added to a ZIP-file.

BackUp

Choose the database you want to backup by checking it
from the list. You can backup several databases: All data
will be stored in seperate files.

Now choose the directory where the backup-file will be
stored. By cklicking the ,include picutes“ checkbox you
tell WAX to add pictures to the backup.

The backup-file will be named automatically as the
database-name. If you want a better overview, you can
make WAX adding the current date to the file-name.

Click Backup to execute.

LACELE
JEETET  Gepdecty D Lueesg -
¥ Sampie.ed =
Inchude pechures
Akl clale ko Renase W
Backun
RLSTURL
File b reslone from =]
Dhvervrile dalabue
Overvrile piclures Reslare
LG
Backly firsshed soccestuly |
Sevng fle..
Sample. ety
MrpColaction.edb
Backlhy frmsbed puccechily |
Sarmpe, el
HrCrlertion. ron

Backup and Restore-Screen

Restore

Select an earlier backup-file to restore. Use the check-
boxes to tell WAX to overwrite an existing database or
existing pictures.

Restore saves the database and the images to the path
defined in your configuration.

5. Online updates

Online updates are wizard guided and self-explaining.
Just follow the instructions of the update-wizard.
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Open Vinyl

1. OpenVinyl: More Details

The main idea behind OpenVinyl is to ease vinyl
collectors life and reduce the amount of work for
entering records to your database. OpenVinyl provides

opanvinyl.org

SpenVanyl

openvinylLorg
Whal it's all alsoul

A

not only record relevant data, but also cover images and
special info about packing, edition and additions.

To see what fields are connected to OpenVinyl check the
,Show- Fields“-checkbox on the bottom of the details-
screen.

At the same position you can also see the OpenVinyl-ID
if already assigned and the date of the last lookup.

WAX integrates very tightly with OpenVinyl although
OpenVinyl is not very widely supported yet.

You can retrieve and post data directly with WAX.

Please note: All data on OpenVinyl is user contributed
and its up to the user the respect copyrights and the data
guidelines. When posting your data make sure everything
is correct.

Read more about OpenVinyl on: www.openvinyl.org

[@-ID: 544 Last lookup:

[}
[
=]
[q1]
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2. Adding a New Record

To add a record with OpenVinyl-support enter the title
and / or the catalogue-number into the fields.

Now click the OpenVinyl-button on the bottom of the

details screen.

WAX will not query the OpenVinyl-database and
depending on the records found react differently:

*  No record in the database: WAX will ask you, if you
want to auto-add the data you enter manually to the
OpenVinyl-database.

*  One or more matches found: Wax will show the
following screen to allow you to choose the correct
record. You can cancel the entry or click auto-add if
the record is not in the list and you want to post the
data on OpenVinyl after enterign automatically.

ket w |
= T G
ik o
He: =
2 r %3 G
Mharer Drea e e
P Pors . T 7 D 08 Cormry Fus o7 Lma
B S T G 3y s 1 s
fors Sk L T ™ s
[ du sl | -

Choose the correct record for adding

3. Link to OpenVinyl

If you have already some records in your database or have
imported your database to WAX then you can link those
entries to OpenVinyl.

First choose a number of records to compare. Keep the
number low - this function is rather time-consuming.

Search for linkable entries

Link checked entries

As the result you will get a list that could look like
the following. On the left are your records with
the catalogue-number and the unique-id in the
datbase. On the right you have depending on the
result of the query the following information and
possibilities:

Max. entries to scan

20 :

*  Exact match: The records title, catalogue-number
and OpenVinyl-id for visual comparison. Check the
checkbox to confirm this entry to be linked.

*  No match found (red lines): Do you allow WAX to
auto-add your entry to OpenVinyl ? If so, check the
checkbox.

*  More than one match (red lines): OpenVinyl
has more than one result. Doubleclick the re-
cord to choose the correct record. The screen
is the same as when adding a new record.

To link the checked entries click the ,Link checked

entries button®.

Lscaoe fram hiaw Tock #n! mﬂ-\ 1resuts. Plesse e
‘oo Summer Sy ) At Adkd .
Eemtinsien: Pioure D () Pl brchd m
Ciue'em Hel, Harry | ) Saiim-Ackd m
Hevts (B37 264-1) Hevts: (837 264-1) &7
He's e G (147.325) He's my Gl (147.325) €23
Hesd (RD BOS ) Hesd (RD BOS1) 639
Hearsreak Hobel (TS5 14) Heprreak Hotel (B5331H) |40
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4. Sync with OpenVinyl

You can syncronize all linked entries with OpenVinyl
using the screen on the right. Syncing compares the data
from OpenVinyl with the data in your collection.

If Wax finds info that is not present locally or remotely it
will add the information automatically to OpenVinyl or
your database.

Let's assume you added cover images to your collection
and WAX can‘t find any on OpenVinyl it will upload
automatically the pictures.

Or let's say you have entered tracks not yet present on
OpenVinyl. WAX will write them into OpenVinyls-
database. Or if you have missing information like speed,
audio or so WAX will retrieve all information for you.

1 S R,
Comilict “swdle"lecal: & Bemte:
Comdllct “emdl o zlwcal: @3 Bemle:
CosdLACE “dudls”ilacal: B3 Bemobe:
Comi Lict “omdl Lecal: B3 Bemole:
Cosd Lick
Emi ot

Lecal: 853 Beesbe:
. NWarall 855 Eemibe:
Svaster Fecardc, B lshel, Erawed Bt
Comélict “label"ilecal; Dromned Bdccois Remste: Cramed Dicsc
Comilick “sadle:Local: @) Bemate: T
Comilict “ewdle":Lecal: @ Bemabe: T

R R R b

Sync-Mode

Syncing is no problem as long one side has more
information than the other. But what happens when both
sides have some info that contradict each other ?

Thats where the sync-mode comes in and tells WAX how
to handle such situations. You can choose from three
different sync-modes. ,Ask” is default and recommen-

ded.

*  Always use remote data: In case of a conflict this
sync mode signifies that OpenVinyl is always right
and your data will be overwritten.

*  Always use local data: The opposite of the function
before: Come what may - you're always right.

*  Ask: Let's you choose how to handle the conflict.

Ask-mode

WAX will promt the following screen to let you choose
what data has to be used. The fields that conflict have a
red background.

i LB L S ol Bk " e iy
cal 1 Tomed 1 - 1T e S e 11 ™ 1l hana | i
ot B [ - Bty ST
Scurw Dax FIC syt (LEMT, Ficiurw Doz (10 Lokt {L 3T
Marbornd (UM Iited BRI Yl P toired SN

Pk D D RO T
[— [y [y P

VT R |

Cresap i1

| fhasasiiia ] |
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Templating

1. How it works

Templating is HTML-based and very easy to use. To 4. Now design the template the way you want.

create a new template by yourself, you have to do the Data will be inserted by replacing some special tags

following steps: that you can add to the source of your html-file.
Place all necessary files like graphics into
the same directory. Sub-dirs are not allowed.

1. Create a subfolder in the template-folder with

the name of the new template. You found the right _

folder if there is already a sub-folder called ,default in

it. Usually you .ﬁnd the folder in the root-directory of the If you use graphics then make sure that you

WAX-application. add a <%tplpath%>-tag in front of the

Example: graphics-name.

C:\WAX\templates\your_template_dir\ Example:
<img src="<%tplpath%>Record.png” />
2. 'The following files have to be in the template-dir:
Example: Covers don’t need the tplpath-tag
- The html-template-file itself. It has to have the <img src="<%covfront%>" />

same name as the directory plus the html-extension.

- An image which will be displayed, when no cover-image
exists. It has to be called: EmptyRecord.png

3. Create an HTML-file and name it the same as the
template-dir plus the ,.html“-extension.

Example:

/your_template_dir/ your_template_dir.html
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2. The tags

Tag Output (Text) Tag Output (Checkbox)

<$titles> Record title <%limit%> Limited edition

<$subtitle$> Record Subtitle <%spli%> Splitted record

<%label%> Record label <%box%> Boxed

<%cat%> Catalogue-nr. <%foc%> Foldout-cover

<%year%> Year of release

<%country%> Country of manufacture <%book?%> Includes booklet

<%buydate%> Date of purchase <%insert%> Includes insert

<$records%> Number of discs <Bwp%> Includes poster

<%audio%> MONO, STERO, MULT1

<%speed%> 33,45,78 <%co%> Cut out

<%size%> 7¢,10% 12¢ <Frwd>

<%artist%> Artist <%ssp%>

<%buyplace%> Purchase location <sts?> Taped seam

<%$price%> Paid price <%woc%> Writing on cover

<%gradecover%> The grade of the cover <%soc%> Sticker on cover

<%gradevinyl%> The grade of the record <%tpoc%> TESA on cover
<%stoc%> Stamp on cover

<%tplpath%> Path to the template-dir <%toc%> Tear on front
<%grs> Glue rest

Tag Output (Graphic)

<$covfront%> Front cover <tewds> Edge warp

<%covback%> Back cover <%sew?> Slight edge warp
<%nap%> No affect playing

Tag Output (Checkbox) <%rpw%> Record played wet

<&%ri%> Record title <%nw%> Needs wash

<%pic%> Record Subtitle

<%num%> Record label <%wol%> Writing on label

<&cvy> Catalogue-nr. <%s0l%> Sticker on label

<%boot?%> Bootleg <%tol%> TESA on label
<%$lcd%>

Light center damage
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3. Displaying tracks

To display tracks you have to make sure, that:

1. All template-data regarding the track have to be on
one line and

2. the first tag on the line has to be the <%tracks%>-tag.
The tracks-tag tells the software that the whole

content of the current line has to be repeated until all

tracks have been displayed.

The rest of the line can contain the tags listed on the right
embedded in standard html-code.

Sample: Display tracks in a table

<table>

<tr><td>side</td><td>title</td>

<Yotracks%o><tr><td><Y%side%></td><td><%titledo></td>

</table>
Tag Output (Text)
<%$side%> Side-Number
<%track%> Track-Number
<$title%> Song—title
<%artist%> Artist
<%length%> Playing time
<%genre%> Tracks genre




